
 

T: there where a number of 
scientists who helped this project, 
two of them where canadian, Dr. 
John A Hopps and Dr. W.G. Bigelow 
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A: one other man was american, he 
was part of the project so much that 
people thought he was the only 
inventor 
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Start Image End Image Mo-
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A: Our great country has made 
many discoveries and inventions, 
but none as important to human life 
then the pacemaker 
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T: his name was Wilson greatbatch, 
he was a graduate of cornell 
university, and the university of 
buffalo. 
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A: he served the navy in world war 
two, there he was doctor working in 
medical research he was inspired of 
making the pacemaker because of a 
medical mistake. 
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T: Greatbatch was building an 
oscillator to record heart beats. When 
he accidentally installed a resistor with 
the wrong resistance into the unit, it 
began to give off a steady electrical 
pulse. 
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A: he later won an award for his 
ingenious idea with the help of other 
scientists 
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T: one of his helpers was John A 
Hopps, he too wanted to revolutionise 
the world, and one of the canadiens 
that help put it together. 
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A: he was born in winnipeg, 
manitoba, november 24 1919, he is 
also known as the father of 
biomedical engineering in Canada 
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T: He received his B.Sc.Eng. degree 
in electrical engineering from the 
University of Manitoba in 1941. He 
joined the National Research Council 
of canada in 1942. 
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A: In 1949, he started working with 
Wilson greatbatch and Dr. W.G. 
Bigelow, At the banting institute, at 
the university of toronto 
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T: he and his partners were Trying 
to make the first ever external 
pacemaker which was safe. they did in 
1951.  
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A: was the founding president of the 
Canadian Medical and Biological 
Engineering Society and the President 
of the Ontario Heart Foundation. 
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T: In 1986 he was made an officer of 
the order of canada. And sadly he past 
away in 1998, leaving behind one of 
the most revolutionising things in the 
world. 
 
 

15 

  

Zoom 
in 

 
A: his partner Dr. W.G. Bigelow, 
was born june 18 1913, He was born 
in brandon manitoba, a very small 
town, but this did not stop him of 
inventing the pacemaker. 
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T: He was a canadian heart sergeant 
who helped develop the pace maker, 
He gained his MD at the university of 
toronto   
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A: He served as a medical captain in 
world war two, and just like his 
partners was one of the reasons why 
we had a fighting chance in that war. 
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T: In the 1950 he deveoped the idea of 
using hypothermia as a procedure. 
Then later on In 1997 he was invited 
into the medical hall of fame. 
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A: saldy he died not so long ago 
march 27 2005  
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T: all these great men fought to 
bring us one of the most 
sophisticated, and revolutionary 
inventions in the world. And we 
thank them. 
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