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1 The first acrylic acid was invented 
by Friedrich Bielstein in 1862. 
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2 In the 1930’s a McGill chemistry 
student named William Chalmers 
created Polymethol Methacrylate.  

7/14 

http://www.mcgill.ca/2000/ 
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 Polymethyl Methacrylate is the base 
material for plexiglass and other 
acrylic materials. 
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http:
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poly
methyl_methacrylate- 
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 He discovered PMMA in a McGill 
laboratory while working on his 
PhD in science. 
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brin.nku.edu/McGil_%20La
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 It was the first workable acrylic that 
was not opaque. 
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: 
www.akrylix.com/project.php
?proj=4 
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 Chalmers sold his patent to the 
Imperial Chemical Industries for 
5000$, a considerable sum of money 
at the time. 
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 Meanwhile, in 1907 two Germany 
entrepreneurs started a company 
called Rohm and Haas (their 
names.) 
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/www.rohmhaas.com/compan
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 In 1909, Haas is able to travel to the 
United States to establish a branch 
office in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
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http://ww
w.rohmhaas.com/company/hi
story.html 
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 In 1924, Haas, in partnership with 
the Karl Albert Company, 
establishes the Resin Products 
Company to sell resins for fast-
drying varnishes. 
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mpany/history.html 
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 In 1931, They received the patent 
for polymethyl methacrylate from 
the ICI and started selling it that 
same year. 
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http://www.cmis.csiro.au/or/i
mages/ici.jpg 
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 In 1936, plexiglass finds immediate 
favor with the United States 
military. 
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 It quickly replaced glass on 
airplanes for its optical clarity, light 
weight and shatter resistence. 
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http://plus.maths.org/issue35/
features/dartnell/F22.jpg 
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 Another company called DuPont 
introduced their first polyacrylic 
product in 1937 
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http://www.segufer.com.ar/05
_logo_dupont.jpg 
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 They sold it under the name of 
Lucite, and it did not sell as well as 
Rohm & Haas’s product 
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http://www.joanlachkarphd.c
om/images/Store/Lucite_Ring
,480.jpg 

 In 1956, Dupont sold the first 
acrylic lacquers, used for their 
paints. 
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 During the second world war, the 
market for plexiglass flourished, the 
sales increases ninety-times 
according to Rohm &Haas 
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 As of 1946, it became used in cars, 
airplanes, safety glazing and many 
more things. 
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http://www.americandreamc
ars.com/1946hudson4dr02130
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 William Chalmers, a young scientist 
in McGill invented, with a stroke of 
genius, a product that has 
revolutionized many aspects of 
modern life. 
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 Another contributing factor to 
polyacrylics success is due to 
entrepreneurs such as Otto Rohm 
and Otto Hass, who have brought 
polyacrylics into today’s market. 
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http://www.chemistry.msu.ed
u/Portraits/PortraitsHH_Det
ail.asp?HH_LName=Rohm 
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 The last companies, who have been 
beneficial to poyacrylics, are 
companies like DuPont and ICI. 
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